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Ancient Times
Before Common Era



2450 BCE

Egyptian royal servants 
Khnumhotep and 
Niankhkhnum, buried 
together, said to be “joined in 
life and joined in death” 

Often considered one of  the 
first same-sex couples in 
history



371 BCE

The Sacred Band of  Thebes, 
an all male Greek army, 
consisting of  homosexual/
bisexual men 

Their relationships to each 
other was considered their 
strongest factor



27 BCE

Under the rule of  Augustus, 
Roman society commonly 
accepted same-sex marriage 

It is believed that 13 out of  
the 14 Roman emperors 
were gay or bisexual



Early Common Era
Common Era



630 CE

Greek lesbian poet Sappho 
rose to popularity 

The term ‘sapphic’ originates 
from Sappho



1322 CE

Kalonymus ben Kalonymus, 
a Jewish philospher, writes a 
poem titled ‘On Becoming a 
Woman’ 

Interpreted as a declaration 
of  being a trans woman



Modern Times
Common Era



1623 CE

Francis Bacon, a noted gay 
man, is noted as the ‘Father 
of  Modern Science’ 

During this time, LGBT+ 
people were punished for 
sodomy



1649 CE

First known conviction for 
lesbian activity in the 
colonies between Sarah 
White Norman and Mary 
Vincent Hammon in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 

Charged as ‘lewd behavior’



1779 CE

Thomas Jefferson revises 
Virginia law to make sodomy 
punishable by mutilation 
rather than death



1868 CE

Herculine Barbin, a French 
intersex woman, dies 

Her memoirs are some of  the 
earliest recorded examples of  
intersex people 

Her birthday, November 8th, 
is now recognized as Intersex 
Day of  Remembrance



1890 CE

Birth of  Alan Hart, a trans 
man who pioneered the use 
of  X-Rays in screening for 
tuberculosis, saving 
thousands



Contemporary Era
Common Era



1924 CE

Henry Gerber forms the first 
gay activist group in the 
United States, the Society for 
Human Rights 

Publishes the first gay 
publication, Friendship and 
Freedom



1926 CE

The New York Times is the 
first major publication to use 
the word ‘homosexuality’



1931 CE

Lili Elbe, a Danish woman, 
becomes one of  the first 
recipients of  gender-
affirmation surgery 

The movie The Danish Girl is 
based off  of  her story



1952 CE

Christine Jorgensen comes 
out as transgender to the 
American public and 
becomes the first major 
transgender person visible in 
media 

Her transition caused an 
international sensation



1961 CE

Illinois becomes the first state 
to decriminalize 
homosexuality 

In 1962, Illinois becomes the 
first state to remove sodomy 
from its criminal code



1961 CE

Jose Sarria becomes the first 
openly gay man to run for 
public office 

Founded the second largest 
LGBT+ organization in the 
world, International Imperial 
Court System



1963 CE

The first gay rights 
demonstration takes place in 
the United States in New 
York City on September 9th 

Argued against 
discrimination in the military



1969 CE
The Stonewall Riot takes 
place in the Stonewall Inn, 
located in New York City 

Leads to a four day struggle 
between police and LGBT+ 
activists 

Marks the birth of  the modern 
LGBT+ Rights movement 

Becomes the first national 
LGBT+ monument in 2016



1970 CE

The pink triangle resurfaces 
as a symbol for the gay 
community after its 
derogatory use in World War 
II



1973 CE

The American Psychiatric 
Association votes 13-0 to 
remove homosexuality from 
the DSM as a mental 
disorder 

Homosexuality is not 
officially removed until the 
DSM-III



1977 CE

Harvey Milk becomes the 
first openly gay person to be 
elected to office in San 
Francisco



1978 CE

Gilbert Baker creates the 
modern day pride flag 

Raised at San Francisco 
Pride



1982 CE

The AIDS crisis starts 

Initially called GRID, 
standing for Gay-Related 
Immunodeficiency Disorder 

Stigma against LGBT+ 
people increases



1985 CE

The first memorial for the 
gay victims of  the Holocaust 
opened up in Neuengamme 
Concentration Camp



1989 CE

Denmark becomes the first 
country to legally recognize 
same-sex unions in a 71-47 
vote



Current Times
Common Era



1997 CE

Ellen DeGeneres comes out, 
in her sitcom Ellen and in real 
life 

Ellen becomes the first show 
to feature a lead gay 
character, causing the show 
to be cancelled



2001 CE

The Netherlands becomes 
the first country to legalize 
same-sex marriage



2003 CE

The US Supreme Court 
overturns sodomy laws, 
proclaiming rights to privacy 
and decriminalizing 
homosexual behavior



2004 CE

Massachusetts becomes the 
first state to legalize same-sex 
marriage 

Vermont became the first 
state to legalize civil unions 
between same-sex couples in 
2000



2006 CE

Kim Coco Iwamoto becomes 
the first transgender elected 
official in Hawaii and the 
United States



2009 CE

President Barack Obama 
signs into law the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes and Prevention 
Act 

Extends protections for 
LGBT+ people in federal 
law



2011 CE

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is 
repealed, allowing LGB 
people to serve openly in the 
military 

Does not lift ban on 
transgender service members



2015 CE

The Supreme Court of  the 
United States rules that all 
states are constitutionally 
required to issue same-sex 
marriage licenses  

The US Federal Court 
legally recognized same-sex 
marriages in 2013



Recent Events

(2014) The US Department of  Education rules that transgender 
students are protected under Title IX. This is repealed in 2017 by 
the Trump administration. 

(2016) Oregon resident Jamie Shupe becomes the first person in 
the United States to legally change their gender marker to non-
binary. 

(2016-2018) The ban on transgender service members is lifted, but 
is reinstated by President Trump. Currently, there is a national 
debate going on about the subject.



Sources

GLSEN’s Interactive LGBT+ History Timeline


