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EVOLUTION
How have LGBT+ rights changed over time 
globally?



Sodomy

✤ Sodomy laws were designed to prevent non-
procreative sexuality anywhere, and any sexuality 
outside of marriage

✤ These laws were used to execute, mutilate, and 
discriminate against LGBT+ people

✤ Sodomy laws are now used as secondary charges in 
cases of sexual assault, sex with children, public sex 
and sex with animals



Legalizing Homosexuality

✤ 1791 - France legalizes homosexuality for its 29 million 
residents, becoming the first country to do so

✤ Russia legalized homosexual acts in 1993, eight years 
before the United Kingdom did in 2001

✤ (As of 2015) 116 countries legalized homosexual 
acts starting in 1791. 4 billion people, or 54.84% of the 
world, live in these countries.



Preventing Discrimination

✤ It was legal and enforced to discriminate against 
LGBT+ people

✤ 65 countries prohibited employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation starting in 1985

✤ A study conducted by the Williams Institute in UCLA 
found that LGBT+ people disproportionately face 
discrimination as of 2017





Marriage Equality

✤ Four countries legally recognized same-sex 
relationships starting in 1994

✤ 11 countries recognized rights of marriage, but not 
marriage itself starting in 2001

✤ 19 countries legalized same-sex marriage starting in 2001

✤ Bermuda is the only jurisdiction to repeal marriage 
equality after granting it



RELIGION
What are different religions attitude towards 
gender and sexual diversity?





Abrahamic Religions

✤ Christianity, Judaism, and Islam

✤ Anti-LGBT+ messages interpreted in religious texts

✤ Muslim majority countries have harsh anti-LGBT+ 
laws, but does not mean all Muslims are anti-LGBT+

✤ Christians often seen as opponents in fight for LGBT+ 
rights



Other Religions

✤ In other religions/ideologies, being LGBT+ is seen as not sinful

✤ Because there is no central Hindu authority, attitudes to LGBTQ 
issues vary at different temples and ashrams; Hinduism does 
not provide a fundamental spiritual reason to reject or ostracize 
homosexuals; the Vedas texts refer to a ‘third sex’

✤ Native Americans have people who have both a masculine and 
a feminine spirit, and the identity is used by some First Nations 
people to describe their sexual, gender and/or spiritual identity



AROUND THE 
WORLD
What are some specific examples of LGBT+ 
life around the world?







Sources

✤ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9djA4t0VY8

✤ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQw0eLzfGNI

✤ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ivfJJh9y1UI

✤ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5d667Bb_iYA

✤ https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/gay-rights-history/

✤ https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/gay-rights/

✤ https://www.hrc.org/resources/faith-positions
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