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What counts as proper representation?

Proper representation isn’t just labelling a character as an 
identity and moving on with the show. This tends to be 
problematic and gives misinformation for unknowing audiences 
to consume.

For example, Dumbledore in Harry Potter. JK Rowling, the 
author of the Harry Potter series has confirmed he was gay, 
but it was never shown in the books.



Why is representation important?

Representation is important for many critical reasons

● Educating people on LGBT+ identity

● Helping questioning people explore different identities

● Influences opinions on LGBT+ people around the world

Why do you think representation is important?



Television and Film



Stats (provided by GLAAD)

● Of the 901 regular characters expected to appear on 
broadcast scripted primetime programming this season, 58 
(6.4%) were identified as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, and/or queer ... There were an additional 28 
recurring LGBTQ characters. (GLAAD)

● The number of regular LGBTQ characters counted on scripted 
primetime cable increased to 103, and recurring characters 
increased to 70, making for 173 characters. (GLAAD)

● There were 51 LGBTQ regular characters counted in original 
scripted series on the streaming services Amazon, Hulu, and 
Netflix as well as 19 recurring characters. (GLAAD)



Bury Your Gays Trope

The Bury Your Gays trope has existed for decades in media. 
It was a law for published media containing LGBT characters 
to either become straight or die. This trope continues to 
this day, most notably with Lexa from The 100.

Lexa was killed off on 
March 3, 2016, after 
consummating her 
relationship with the 
female protagonist of 
the show. Her death 
sparked outrage amongst 
The 100’s viewers.



What are some examples of positive LGBT+ representation?

Waverly Earp 
and Nicole 
Haught from 
Wynonna Earp

Captain Ray Holt 
from Brooklyn 99



More examples
Sophia Burset 
from Orange 
Is The New 
Black

Raphael from 
Shadowhunters



Popular LGBT movies



Important Moments in LGBT TV/Film History

Ellen Degeneres coming 
out on The Oprah Winfrey 
Show in 1997

Will and Grace was 
one of the first 
sitcoms to have 
LGBT+ main 
characters



More examples

Disney’s Andi Mack was 
one of the first kids 
shows to feature an LGBT+ 
storyline

The Boys in the Band, 
from 1970



Short Films



Books



Genres of LGBT+ Books
There’s an endless amount of LGBT+ literature available, 
made for every genre you can think of.

Nonfiction, fiction (fantasy, sci-fi, etc), poetry, plays, 
etc.



Music



Who are some popular LGBT+ artists?

● Hayley Kiyoko
● Troye Sivan
● Halsey
● Lauren Jauregui
● Against Me!
● Sam Smith
● Holland
● LOOΠΔ
● Marshall Bang

Who are some of your favorite LGBT+ artists?



~Musical Interlude~


